August 25, 2026

To: Baltimore City Planning Commission

cc: Baltimore City Council President Zeke Cohen
Baltimore City Council’s Land Use & Transportation Committee
Baltimore City Mayor Brandon Scott

Dear Chairman Laria and Members of the Planning Commission,

We, the undersigned organizations, write to express our opposition to proposals that further restrict
the zoning of health care clinics in Baltimore City, including through zoning bans and new
conditional-use requirements.

Health care clinics are essential to the well-being of our communities and ensure Baltimore residents can
access care when and where it is needed. Further limiting where clinics can operate would move the City
backward in its efforts to promote health, equity, and community safety by pushing essential care farther
out of reach.

We share your belief that all residents deserve access to high-quality, low-barrier care from providers who
serve our communities with integrity. Concerns about quality can and should be addressed through
evidence-based approaches, including provider oversight, accountability, technical assistance, and support
led by City and State health agencies. These strategies strengthen care while preserving access, without
relying on zoning restrictions that create unintended harm for patients and communities.

As community members and organizations with lived experience and expertise, we urge the Baltimore
City Planning Commission, City Council, and Mayor's Office to reject new zoning-based restrictions on
health care clinics and instead pursue policies that protect equitable access to care. We stand ready to
work with you on effective solutions that address healthcare quality and community quality-of-life
without restricting essential health services.

Sincerely,

National Council on Alcoholism & Drug Dependence - Maryland
Maryland-DC Society of Addiction Medicine (https://md-dcsam.org)
Mental Health Association of Maryland

On Our Own of Maryland, Inc.

Maryland Alliance for Sensible Drug Policy

Health Care for the Homeless (Baltimore)

Baltimore Harm Reduction Coalition

Charm City Care Connection

SPARC Women’s Center

Good Trouble Church / Redshed Village



