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HB 417 / SB 435 OPPOSE THE BILL AS AMENDED. (SUPPORT AS ORIGINALLY INTRODUCED)
Criminal Law - Schedule 11l Controlled Dangerous Substances - Medetomidine and Xylazine

March 22, 2026

Senate Finance Committee

Dear Chair Beidle,

The original bill provided consumer protections by prohibiting retailers from selling these drugs for non-medical
purposes.

The bill was amended in the House committee to delete this content, replaced by simply putting the two drugs
on Schedule Ill. This means there would be new criminal penalties for anyone using these drugs (wittingly or
unwittingly). This type of criminalization would cause significant harms to very many individuals, and should not
be used in lieu of consumer protection. MDDCSAM now strongly opposes the bill.

Joseph A. Adams MD, FASAM
Board certified in addiction medicine, internal medicine
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