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My name is Dr. Sangeeta Iyer, a triple board-certified internist, preventive medicine and addiction medicine 

physician. I thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on behalf of the Maryland/DC Chapter 

of the American Society of Addiction Medicine (MDDCSAM), whose members are physicians and other 

healthcare providers who treat people with substance use disorders and behavioral addictions.  

MDDCSAM urges the Ways and Means Committee to vote in SUPPORT of HB 295, which sets criminal 

penalties and authorizes the Maryland Lottery and Gaming Control Agency (Agency) to deny/revoke licenses to 

entities that operate, conduct or promote interactive games, colloquially known as online sweepstakes casinos.  

Unlike traditional casinos, sweepstakes casinos allow participants to play traditional casino games or wager on 

sports using virtual coins which are exchanged later for cash or prizes.i  Such an online platform makes 

gambling more accessible and ‘gamifies’ gambling behaviors. Due to the current lack of regulation, these 

platforms increase risk for fraud, avoid consumer protections such as age verification, and enhance the 

opportunity for financial exploitation.ii In Utah alone, 23 class action lawsuits against online gambling 

platforms are in federal court for deceptive marketing practices.iii   

For the financial and public health safety of all Marylanders, the MDDCSAM respectfully urges a favorable 

vote on HB295, joining the five other states in the US that have banned online sweepstake casinos. iv 

Sangeeta R. Iyer, MD MPH,  

Board Member, Maryland DC Society of Addiction Medicine 

Board Certified in Internal Medicine, Public Health/Preventive Medicine & Addiction Medicine 
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