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AGENDA

7:15am - 8:00am NETWORKING BREAKFAST IN EXHIBIT HALL

8:00am - 8:10am WELCOME REMARKS
Sophia Purekal, MD
President, MD-DCSAM

8:10am - 9:10am "Medetomidine, Xylazine and Other New/Novel Drugs”
Jordan Nahas-Vigon, MD
Johns Hopkins Bayview

Josh King, MD
Associate Professor, University of Maryland & Medical Director, Maryland
Poison Center

With multiple novel drugs and adulterants, how do we know what we are dealing with?
From designer benzodiazepines and veterinary sedatives to kratom and nitazenes, how
do we identify these new drugs and how are they presenting in intoxication, overdose and
withdrawal. We will take a deeper dive into the alpha-2 agonist medetomidine and highlight
key features of overdose and withdrawal and what we know so far on management.

9:10am - 9:55am "GLP1 Agonists for Addiction”
Stephanie T. Weiss, MD, PhD, MS
Translational Addiction Medicine Branch, Intramural Research Program,
National Institute on Drug Abuse, National Institutes of Health

Anecdotal reports of the efficacy of semaglutide and other Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 (GLP-1)
receptor agonists as medical therapies for obesity have garnered widespread public attention,
engendering ethical debates and leading to worldwide drug shortages. This session will provide
a deep dive into GLP-1 receptor agonists to separate fact from fiction, including the exciting
evidence for possible repurposing of GLP-1 receptor agonists to treat addictive disorders.

9:55am - 10:15am COFFEE BREAK

10:15am - 11:15am "Long Acting Injectable Buprenorphine: Practical
Considerations for Outpatient Settings”
Laura Pedone MSN, CRNP, AGPCNP, GRN-BC
Director of Provider Services, MATSClinic

This presentation provides an overview of practical considerations for using long-acting
injectable buprenorphine (LAIBUP), including Brixadi and Sublocade, in an outpatient setting.
It discusses the differences between the two medications in terms of injection characteristics,
plasma concentrations, dosing options, and patient tolerability. The presentation also
addresses challenges and best practices for patient management, including the rapid
initiation protocols, switching between medications, and possible weaning considerations.
The goal is to provide a comprehensive guide for clinicians to make informed decisions when
utilizing these important treatment tools for opioid use disorder.



11:15am - 12:00pm "Adoption of Contingency Management as an Evidence-Based
Intervention for Stimulant Use Disorders”
Ebony Caldwell, MD, MPH
Clinical Assistant Professor, Howard University

Stimulant use disorders are rising in prevalence and contributing to increasing rates of
overdose and significant health disparities, especially among minoritized populations.
Despite the urgent need, there are currently no FDA-approved pharmacotherapies for
stimulant use disorders, and traditional psychosocial interventions often face high dropout
rates. Contingency management (CM) is a behavioral intervention with the most robust
evidence for promoting abstinence and improving treatment engagement in this population.
This presentation will review the epidemiology and impact of stimulant use, summarize the
evidence supporting CM, and provide practical guidance for implementing CM in community-
based addictiontreatmentsettings. Real-world case studieswillillustrate key steps, challenges,
and solutions in adopting CM. Attendees will gain actionable knowledge to address regulatory
and operational barriers, select meaningful incentives, and build sustainable CM programs
tailored to their patient populations.

12:00pm - 12:10pm LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY UPDATES

12:10pm - 12:55pm NETWORKING LUNCH IN EXHIBIT HALL

12:55pm - 1:25pm STUDENT/MEDICAL TRAINEE POSTER SESSION

1:25pm- 2:25pm "Treating OUD in Pregnancy: Answering Provider and Patient

Frequently Asked Questions”

Jessica Ratner, MD

Assistant Professor, Division of Addiction Medicine, Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine

Consultant, B'more for Healthy Babies/Baltimore City Health Department

Katrina S. Mark, MD
Associate Professor, Division Chief, Academic OBGYN
UMMD

Pregnancy often triggers uncertainty among Addiction Medicine providers who manage opioid
use disorder (OUD) as well as patients who are weighing their options for OUD treatment.
This presentation will help answer frequently asked questions that drive discomfort with
OUD management of pregnant people. Participants will learn about how to apply a harm
reduction lens during treatment of SUD in pregnancy, about OUD medication safety and
efficacy considerations, as well as common concerns that affect patient decision-making and
experience.

2:25pm - 3:25pm "Research Greatest Hits / Fellow Literature Review"
Marc Fishman, MD
Medical Director, Maryland Treatment Centers & Associate Professor,
Psychiatry, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

This Research Greatest Hits session will review recent papers from the addiction medicine
scientific literature. We will move quickly through several articles, emphasizing critical
interpretation of studies, translation from research to the real world, and implications for

clinical practice.
3:25pm - 3:40pm CLOSING REMARKS
3:40pm CONFERENCE CONCLUDES



Accreditation & Credit Designation Statements
MD-DCSAM 2026 will offer a total of six (6.0) AMA PRA Category 1 Credit (s)™

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Students and Medlical Trainees are encouraged to participate in MD-DCSAM’s inaugural Student
Poster Session. Selected student presenters will receive a complimentary registration.

VENUE & HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS

MD-DCSAM 2026 will take place at the newly renovated Ten Oaks Ballroom in Clarksville, MD (just outside of Columbia, MD).
Complimentary parking is available onsite.

For out-of-town attendees, sleeping rooms are available, on a first-come-first-served basis, for $189 per night, plus
applicable taxes, at the:

Residence Inn Fulton at Maple Lawn
11800 W Market Place
Fulton, MD 20759

The Residence Inn is about a 12-minute drive. Reserve your room using this link!
Please make reservations on or before January 16th for the group rate. Rack rate will begin January 17th.



https://md-dcsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/MD-DCSAM-Accreditation-Statements-Disclosures.pdf
https://md-dcsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MD-DCSAM-2026-Conference-Poster-Guidelines_Rev.pdf
https://md-dcsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MD-DCSAM-2026-Conference-Poster-Guidelines_Rev.pdf
https://md-dcsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MD-DCSAM-2026-Conference-Poster-Guidelines_Rev.pdf
https://md-dcsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MD-DCSAM-2026-Conference-Poster-Guidelines_Rev.pdf
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1764704029736&key=GRP&app=resvlink&_branch_match_id=1410631578554273503&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXTywo0MtNLCrKzC8p0UvOz9UvSi3OyczLtgdK2ALZZSCOWmaKraG5mYm5gYmBkaW5sZladmqlrXtQgFpdUWpaKlB3Xnp8UlF%2BeXFqkW1wYlpiUSYA8RMTtmAAAAA%3D

REGISTRATION

EARLY BIRD REGULAR

Through 12/31/2025 | 1/1/2026 - 2/7/2026

ASAM Member (MD, DO, PharmbD) $199 $299
ASAM Member (Non-Physician) $149 $249
Non Member (MD, DO, PharmD) $299 $399

Non Member (Non-Physician) $249 $349
STUDENT/TRAINEE w/o Poster $99
STUDENT/TRAINEE w/ Poster $0
ELITE SUPPORTER $5,000
KEY SUPPORTER $3,000
CIRCLE OF SUPPORT $1,000

Registration fee includes: All Sessions & CME for day and post-event access to presentations, networking
breakfast, coffee break and networking luncheon.

REGISTER HERE

THANK YOU, MD-DCSAM SPONSORS!
https://md-dcsam.org/sponsors

ATTENDEE QUESTIONS AND SPONSORSHIP INQUIRIES:
Contact MD-DCSAM Annual Conference Planners
Molly.poisant@md-dcsam.org or Alicia.standridge@md-dcsam.org



https://md-dcsam.org/sponsors/
mailto:Molly.poisant%40md-dcsam.org?subject=
mailto:Alicia.standridge%40md-dcsam.org?subject=
https://forms.gle/xxteXS9N3NNrVt8b6

